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Diffusion of Corporate Culture in Asia : Technique of Body in Subsidiaries

of Japanese Companies

Abstract

TAKAGI Hiroyoshi*

The aim of this paper is to explore cultural diffusion in multinational companies

through a study of the subsidiaries of Japanese companies, located in developing countries.

Some elements of corporate culture (for example, sports days), which originated in the

parent company in Japan, have been transferred to the subsidiaries. In recent years, these

elements have disappeared in the Japanese parent companies. However in developing

countries, these elements are practiced in the subsidiary companies. Applying ideas from

contemporary sociology of culture and anthropology, this paper analyzes these phenomena

in terms of invention of tradition or construction of culture and techniques of body in a

social context. For example, in Japan, school sports days were invented as a type of festival

to discipline and socialize children as a part of the process of Japanese modernization.

These elements of Japanese welfare culture are relevant to the administration or manage-

ment of branch companies in developing countries in general.
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